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as it goes, it also loses some in the same process until at a
certain point the volume is not sufficient to maintain the
forward motion. Yet the sand is booming—not at its
loudest, it is true, but still definitely booming—at the very
moment when sound and movement come simultaneously
to an end.
If the shape or mineral composition of the grains is the
dominant factor why should the sound start as a grating
and develop into a booming ? The Forth Oer sands, for
instance, have but a single note, with silence as the only
alternative. Surely, therefore, there must be other factors
in play among the desert sands. Is the booming a trans-
muted echoing of the grating as it reaches the requisite
angle to the surrounding slopes or circuit ? Or is the
transmutation effected by the formation of a vacuum or
hollow space between the moving mass and the stable
surface over which it moves ? Such a hollow would surely
act as a sounding board, while its creation would pre-
sumably be gradual as the mass moves down the slope—
perhaps due to the temperature of the atmosphere enhanced
by the friction of the moving sand. Such questions, again,
can only be answered by the expert, and I can do no more
than record my impression that the change of sound from a
grating to a booming seemed to be occasioned by the inter-
vention of something in the nature of a sounding board.
My companions, being anxious either to get away from
Naifa1 or to reach without delay the rendezvous with 'Ali
and Zayid, had represented the distance to Ziqirt as a full and
energetic day's march. On that basis I had agreed to an
early start and our caravan passed out of the Naifa hollow
at 7.30. We had, however, not sent the baggage train ahead
and it soon became evident that the march was to be slack
and lifeless as most of our recent marches had been. Having
negotiated the two remaining ranges of Bani Riman, we
passed across two more ridges, apparently nameless, into the
tract of Hamran Ziqirt consisting of four parallel ranges,
1 Among the things collected here was a small piece of meteoric iron
similar in composition to that of Wabar (see Appendix). It may have
been brought and dropped here by some Arab visitor.

